CHAPTER  VII

HOW  THE  DOMINIONS  STOPPED   SHORT   OF
SELF-GOVERNMENT

IN practice, the Imperial Government has left the   CHAP.

people of the Dominions to control every one of the  ^^-^

interests which they, through their parliaments, have  Cases in

finally insisted upon controlling; and this includes  powers

two powers, the control of commercial relations and  govern-

of immigration, which, to iudge from all foreign  mentde-
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examples, might be classed as essential attributes of by the_
the central authority responsible for the issues of
peace and war. The inference that the Imperial
Government has conceded every demand for further
powers advanced by Dominion governments is
asserted so often and so loudly, that scarcely
any one thinks of questioning it. Responsible
government is habitually spoken of as though it
were completely achieved. Facts, however, are
directly at variance with that doctrine. That the
Dominions have been conceded every power of self-
government which they finally insisted upon having
is true; but on several occasions they have wished
and tried to assume powers which have not been
conceded in the last analysis, because they did not
insist on them. In the early eighties Australasians
observed with anxiety the increasing activities of